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LEARNING OUTCOME

After participating…
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…you will be able to improve your information literacy 
curriculum to better meet the developmental needs of first-
year students.
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• Developing shared goals
• Integrating creative partnerships
• Designing your curriculum

AGENDA
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 there is nothing new about 
librarians teaching first-year 
students

OF COURSE..

Photo courtesy of OSU Archives
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• First-year seminars
• Common intellectual experiences
• Learning communities
• International experiences
• Writing to learn
• Collaborative learning
• Research experiences
• Service learning
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• Identify & use resources
• Make connections
• Make friends
• Participate in activities
• Attend campus events
• Join clubs, teams, organizations…
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Extended orientation seminars
Academic seminars with uniform content
Academic seminars on varied topics
Professional or discipline-based seminars
Study skills classes or workshops
Hybrid or linked courses
Small-class experiences
Bridge programs
Common Reading programs
Research experiences
Service learning
Badge or passport programs
Peer mentor programs
Study abroad
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What does FYE look like on 
your campus?

14

#AItraining

DEVELOPING SHARED GOALS
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Some rights reserved by Bill Gracey 
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Engage in inquiry (including developing a research question; 
collecting, analyzing and synthesizing information; 
understanding citations, etc. 

Reflect on educational activities to make meaning of learning 
experiences.

Practice critical analysis.

Identify campus resources.

Develop a sense of belonging and contributing to a diverse 
community.

Articulate the purpose of the OSU Baccalaureate Core.

Understand the university expectation to be active and self-
directed learners.
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Explain in your own words the procedures, methods 
and evidence that a specific academic field or 
community uses to explore and address a real-world, 
contemporary problem or answer a compelling 
question; 

Demonstrate strategies to address real world 
problems, questions and challenges – inside and 
outside the classroom;

Articulate the personal challenges and interests you 
have as a first-year student at OSU and identify 
appropriate campus resources to help you overcome 
your challenges and develop your interests;
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“Students who perceive that their 
campus emphasizes information 
literacy gain more in this area, net of 
other influences.”

- George Kuh and Robert Gonyeh
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• pre-reflective thinking

• quasi-reflective thinking

• reflective judgment
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INTEGRATING CREATIVE PARTNERSHIPS
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LEARNING OUTCOMECHAT
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More ideas?

Are there things you’d like 
to try on your campus? 
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DESIGNING YOUR CURRICULUM
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Have you ever wondered about the histories of people of color 
in Oregon or why you haven’t heard their stories? As a class, 
we’ll explore stories such as those about slaves brought to 
Oregon with the promise of freedom, the internment of 
American citizens of Japanese descent, the displacement of 
tribal communities in the name of “progress,” and the 
exploitation of Mexican labor through the Bracero program.  
We’ll explore the OSU and community archives and talk with 
local historians and community members as part of our 
research to uncover the real untold stories. Authors of course 
readings will join our conversations to help us understand why 
and how they did their research.

UNTOLD STORIES: HISTORIES OF PEOPLE OF 
COLOR IN OREGON
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• First-year seminars
• Common intellectual experiences
• Learning communities
• International experiences
• Writing to learn
• Collaborative learning
• Research experiences
• Service learning
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Belief that 
"knowledge is 
gained through the 
word of an 
authority figure or 
through firsthand 
observation, rather 
than, for example, 
through the 
evaluation of 
evidence.

Constructing knowledge

Interpreting evidence

Making meaning

Contextualizing

from toward
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Why do stories about elusive human-like creatures living in the 
wilderness persist through time? Why are there so many 
television shows and movies about finding Bigfoot, also known 
as Sasquatch? What do these legendary creatures represent in 
human culture, specifically in the Pacific Northwest. In this 
class, we’ll approach the Bigfoot phenomenon from multiple 
perspectives: mythological, cultural, historical, geographical 
and scientific. We’ll use a variety of activities to look critically 
at Bigfoot in books, magazines, TV films and on the Internet. 
Activities for the course will include a field trip to McDonald 
Dunn Research Forest and developing a Bigfoot exhibit for the 
Valley Library.

FINDING BIGFOOT
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Reflective judgment, Stage 6:

Beliefs are justified by comparing evidence 
and opinion from different perspectives on 
an issue or across different contexts…

Context is key.

Relativism, Level 3:

Some problems have no single solution, 
there are ways to evaluate solutions and 
those ways will be different in different 
contexts.



Integrating Information Literacy Into 
First-Year Student Programs

Academic Impressions 26

51

Do humans really only use 10% of our brains? Do vaccines cause 
autism? Do astrological signs correlate with personality traits? 
Does birth order determine intelligence? Does Facebook make 
people sad? In this class students will investigate a broad range 
of pervasive beliefs with the goals of learning to do literature 
research and evaluate scientific data to draw conclusions. 
Students will be introduced to the concepts underlying 
common myths and learn how to develop a research question 
by delving into their own interests on a current topic in this 
field.

SCIENCE MYTH BUSTERS
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FROM “HOW TO READ A 
SCHOLARLY ARTICLE”
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Finding
peer-
reviewed 
articles 

What 
scholars 

do

How 
scholarly & 

popular sources 
connect

What 
journals 

are

Choosing keywords

Access points

Facets & limits

Finding full-text

Citation reading

60



Integrating Information Literacy Into 
First-Year Student Programs

Academic Impressions 31

LEARNING OUTCOMEQUESTIONS

61

LEARNING OUTCOMEEVALUATION

Please remember to complete the event evaluation.  
Your comments will help us continually improve the 
quality of our programs.

Thank you!

Follow us:© Copyright 2014 Academic Impressions 62
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• microphone. Some rights reserved by Daehyun Park.  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/deanhp/3711222265/

• School Spirit. Some rights reserved by Siena College.  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sienacollege/4706534768/

• Silos 4. Some rights reserved by cstreet360.  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cstreetus/3382103818/

• Shore Fishing. Some rights reserved by Bill Gracey.  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/9422878@N08/4462718389/
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