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KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR DESIGNING 
STUDENT-FOCUSED INNOVATION SPACES

LEARNING OUTCOME

After participating…
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…you will be able to take initial steps to define your 
innovation space on campus.
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AGENDA

• The “What”: Defining and viewing the 
different types of spaces, and 
The “Why”: Making a case for an 
innovation center

• The “How”: Building a student-focused 
innovation center
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DEFINING & VIEWING THE DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF SPACES, AND MAKING A CASE 
FOR AN INNOVATION CENTER

The “What” & the “Why” 
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LEARNING OUTCOMEQUESTIONS
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BUILDING A STUDENT-FOCUSED 
INNOVATION CENTER

The “How” 
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Understand your goals and audience
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Give innovation a physical home
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Hire a leader with a vision and experience
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Find & cater to your early adopters

44

Design your space for the activities you 
want to foster
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Don’t forget meeting/phone call spaces!

[Need to get a 
photo of our 
phone call 

booths]
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Market using word-of-mouth
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Inspire them! Make it fun and a privilege

Students and staff from The Garage get advice from 
superstar entrepreneur/investor Mark Cuban.
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Develop inspiring events & programming
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Programs that grow with ventures. 

Co-Founders of Eat Pak’d, the first recipient of 
NUseeds funding. Rebecca Sholiton KSM ’16, 
Nathan Cooper KSM ’17, and Kara O'Dempsey.
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Invest in resources that your audience needs
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Align your metrics with your mission



Key Considerations for Designing 
Student‐Focused Innovation Spaces

Academic Impressions 27

LEARNING OUTCOMEQUESTIONS
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LEARNING OUTCOMEEVALUATION

Please remember to complete the event evaluation.  
Your comments will help us continually improve the 
quality of our programs.

Thank you!
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